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Growth of Study Abroad

• 40,000 U.S. students studied abroad in 
1985-86

• 175,000 U.S. students studied abroad in 
2002-03

• During the decade from the mid ’80’s to the 
mid ’90’s study abroad increased by 129%.

• During the past five years it has increased 
53%.



Concerns about the Expansion 
• Students (and their parents) in higher education today have a consumer 

orientation.  They make demands and sometimes threaten litigation. 
• Some well publicized incidents involving study abroad students caused 

alarm.
• World events (September 11 attack, Iraq War, State Department 

warnings) affect study abroad.
• Universities with little experience in study abroad are launching 

programs and a non academic “provider” industry has grown up.
• With more students participating, more things can (and do) happen.



The Federal Government 

• It’s getting more involved in study abroad
• Congressional hearings on safety
• Study abroad included in Standards Development 

Organization Act
• End of Cold War “Peace Dividend” (NSEP) for 

study in the nonwestern world 
• Gilman Scholarships for financially needy
• Lincoln Scholarships proposal
• NSF PIRE Grant: Partnership in International 

Research and Education



Basic Principles for all Providers

• Provide students with clear information and 
learning goals for the program

• Non-discrimination
• Academic oversight
• Attention to safety
• Observation of US & host country laws



Key Areas 

• Ethics & integrity
• Mission, policies and procedures
• Academic framework
• Organizational & program resources
• Student selection and code of conduct
• Learning environment
• Student learning & development
• Health, safety & security



How does SU Stack Up?

• SU study abroad growth has been substantial 
(1329 students in 1996-97 to 2010 in 2004-05) 

• Staff have been involved in best practice issues for 
many years

• We adapted the national health & safety guidelines 
and consistently update our practices

• We’ve volunteered to field test the Forum 
standards evaluation instrument



What We Offer

• Center-based programs in Florence, London, Madrid, 

Strasbourg (France), Hong Kong & Beijing

• Summer programs

• Short term programs

• World Partner programs



Oh the places you can go….

• Hong Kong, China

• Beijing, China

• Strasbourg, France

• London, England

• Florence, Italy

• Madrid, Spain



….and the list goes on

• Australia

• Chile

• Costa Rica

• Egypt

• Ireland

• Japan

• Russia

• South Africa

• India



Costs

• Tuition = SU full-time tuition

• Program Fees = Typically covers housing, all-
school field study, presemester seminars, and 
meals as indicated.    



•Rapid increase of international MS students (mainly from India)
•Tuition grant, non-thesis

•US Undergraduate students Abroad: Mainly to London
•Curriculum equivalency
•GE3 program not as subscribed (incl. to Tohoku)

•International Research Collaborations Across Engineering College

•How to to attract Ph.D. students?

Specific to Graduate Students in Engieering at Syracuse
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• Informal advising of exchange students
• Tuition Exchange, Degree at Visiting Institution, Course Credit
• Preferably Degree candidate. (fellowship opportunity, TA)
• Pursue exchange agreement with Faculty of Engineering, Tohoku 

University>University agreement
• Joint degree program. 
• NSF Initiative


